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C 2 H 2 ~(C 2 H 2 ,C 6> H); or of Niceyl, 2 C 2 H 2 ,C 6 ,H; the difference of the arrange¬ 
ment into compound elements clearly giving difference of properties. 

The special part is distributed under seven heads: 1. Hydro-carbyls, com¬ 
pound of carbon and hydrogen, as radicals; 2. Carbyls, carbon as a radical; 
3. Azo-carbyls, carbon and nitrogen compounds; 4. Hydro-azocarbyls; 5. Hy- 
drils ; 6. Complex organic substances ; 7. Products of decomposition. 

Under these heads all the organic compounds are distributed, and a copious 
index gives its aid in any research after the names of compounds, while the 
arrangement of the table of contents, in which the constitution and composition 
is given, facilitates reference, when the composition is known or the object 
interests. a . 

The study of the work will well reward the investigator, and create in him a 
desire for the speedy appearance, in an English dress, of the large work now 
being revised by the author, and of which this is a compend. It. B. 


Art. XXVI.— The Maternal Management of Children , in Health and Disease, 

By Thomas Bull, M. D., etc. etc. Second edition. Philadelphia: Lindsay & 

Blakiston, 1853. 12mo. pp. 424. 

We are pleased to see a second edition of this very sensible treatise. Were 
it generally circulated among mothers, and could they be induced to study with 
care and carry out in practice the excellent precepts inculcated by the author 
in reference to the management, during health and disease, of their offspring, 
much good would result. Even if nothing more were effected by the sound 
practical teachings of the author than the banishment from the nursery of the 
numerous errors and prejudices in regard to the physical and dietetic manage¬ 
ment of infants and children which there still prevail, the work would prove a 
blessing to every family, and save its youthful members from much temporary 
discomfort, and not a few evils, the effects of which are too often experienced 
throughout every portion of their future lives. Even the second part of the 
work, devoted to the proper management of children in disease, is well calcu¬ 
lated to diminish domestic quackery, and to warn the mother to seek, in the in¬ 
cipient stages of the several diseases incident to this period of life, competent 
medical advice. The author, in his remarks in regard to these diseases, while 
he communicates much that it is important parents should be familiar with, has 
very skilfully avoided the dangerous error of leading them into the belief that, 
without the aid of a skilful physician, the maladies of infancy and childhood 
can be properly and safely managed. D. E. C. 


Art. XXVII.— Dr, Hooper's Physician's Yade Mecum ; or , A Manual of the Prin¬ 
ciples and Practice of Physic. Considerably enlarged and improved , with an 
Outline of General Pathology and Therapeutics. By Wm. Augustus Guy, M. B. 
Cantab, &c., author of “Medical Jurisprudence,” &c. With Additions, by 
James Stewart, A. M., M. IX, Fellow of the College of Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons, author of “A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Children,” &c. 
Philadelphia: Barrington & Haswell, 1853. 12mo, pp. 541. 

This belongs to a class of works of the beneficial tendency of which we have 
more than once expressed our doubts. We cannot entertain tlm hope expressed 
by its author, “of its proving useful to students, and those practitioners in medi¬ 
cine who, from their professional occupations or other circumstances, may not 
have it in their power to consult the more voluminous works that have con¬ 
tributed so much to the improvement of medicine.” That, in its present form, 
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with the additions it has received at the hands of its English and American 
editors, it presents a very fair outline of “ the principles and practice of physic,” 
is admitted. But, nevertheless, an outline so brief and general, that it can 
afford but little aid to the student in indoctrinating him into even the principles 
of physiology, general pathology, and therapeutics—the semeiology and diag¬ 
nosis of diseases and their therapeutical management, or to serve the practitioner 
as a work of reference in cases of doubt and emergency. 

To the student, works of the character of the one before us may, to a cer¬ 
tain extent, prove useful, as simple remembrancers, when, in his own mind, 
he passes over the several branches of medical science to which his attention has 
been directed, with the view of determining his proficiency in each. When 
employed solely with this intent, the outline presented by the manual, if it be 
accurate and distinct, as is generally the case in the one before us, cannot be 
too brief and general. It is by his facility in filling it up, so as to form the 
more or less complete picture, that the studen t is to test the progress he has made 
in the acquisition of the different branches of his medical studies. 

Unfortunately, however, the manual is too apt to be seized upon by the lazy 
student, as his sole text-book—as the ready road to the acquisition of knowledge 
as superficial as it is evanescent. 1). F. C. 


Art. XXVIII.— Practical Observations on Aural Surgery , and the Nature and 
Treatment of Diseases of the Ear. With Illustrations. By William It. Wilde, 
F. R. C. S. I., Surgeon to St. Mark’s Ophthalmic Hospital, &c. Philadelphia: 
Blanchard & Lea, 1853. 8vo. pp. 475. 


This volume reached us at too late a period to afford an opportunity for a 
careful examination of it, and to enable us to designate its peculiar merits. In 
our next number we propose to give an extended notice of it. In the mean 
time we may state that the great attention which Mr. Wilde is known to have 
devoted to diseases of the ear, his extensive experience in this class of affec¬ 
tions, and the marked ability displayed in the various papers he has from time 
to time published in the journals, in relation to them, afford a sufficient guaran¬ 
tee that his present work will be a valuable contribution to our literature, and 
that he has succeeded in the object he has proposed, viz. “to expose error, and 
establish truth; to lay down just principles for an accurate diagnosis of diseases 
of the ear; to rescue their treatment from empiricism, and found it upon the 
well-established laws of modern pathology, practical surgery, and reasonable 
therapeutics.” 

i, This work will, we are sure, commend itself to the favourable attention of the 
profession. 



